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July 17, 2009





Michael J. Brogioli, CEO


National Association for Councils on Developmental Disabilities


1660 L Street, NW


Suite 700


Washington, DC  20036





RE: HHS-2009- ACF-ADD-DN-0094, Projects of National Significance–�Family Support Training





Dear Mr. Briogioli:





The Association of University Centers on Disabilities (AUCD) is pleased to offer its strong support of the National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD) Family Support Training Project in response to the Administration on Developmental Disabilities’ Projects of National Significance funding opportunity.  NACDD, through its network of Councils in every State and Territory, is well-positioned to execute a project of this scale and breadth. 





This national-in-scope project addresses the challenge of empowering family members of Hispanic/Latino children with developmental disabilities through leadership and advocacy training and information sharing. The proposed national effort to catalog informal family supports currently offered will help families be more informed about local resources, facilitate family empowerment and contribute to systems change efforts.





AUCD is eager to work with NACDD if funding is awarded.  As you know, AUCD is a membership organization that supports and promotes a national network of university-based interdisciplinary centers. Network members consist of 67 University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDDs), 38 Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities (LENDs) programs, and the Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Research Centers (IDDRCs).  





AUCD supports the national networks of UCEDDs, LENDs, and IDDRCs through a variety of activities, including promoting communication by collecting, organizing, and disseminating information on exemplary activities and accomplishments. NACDD has asked AUCD to partner by using our networks to disseminate information to its stakeholders about the project and its events. To support the costs of these efforts, we agree to provide these services for $5,000 for the duration of this grant.





NACDD has created a project that will result in positive changes in families of Hispanic/Latino children across the country.  We look forward to working with you.





Sincerely,


�


George Jesien, PhD


Executive Director
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